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KICK-OFF 
 

German-Ethiopian SDG Graduate School 
CLIFOOD 

 
 

Stuttgart-Hohenheim / 
Wednesday, 08.03. 2017 

 
 

University of Hohenheim / 
Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone Numbers 
 
Food Security Center (Dr. Jenny Kopsch-Xhema)  +49 711 45924451 (+49 176 216 95 999) 
Food Security Center (Dr. Nicole Schönleber)  +49 711 45924454 (+49 179 74 23 281) 

 



Venue:  Balcony Hall, Castle, University of Hohenheim (UHOH) 
 
9:30 – 9:40 Welcome 

:: Prof. Dr. Hans K. Biesalski, Director of Food Security Center 
(Coordination of CLIFOOD) 

 
9:40 – 10:00 Welcome speech 

:: Prof. Dr. Andreas Pyka, Vice-President for Internationalization, 
UHOH  
:: Prof. Dr. Ralf Vögele, Dean of Faculty of Agriculture, UHOH  
 

10:00 – 10:10 Welcome speech 
:: President Ayano Beraso Hula, Hawassa University (HU) 

 
10:10 – 10:20 Welcome speech 

:: Dr. Simone Höckele-Häfner, Deputy Director Department of 
International Affairs, Development Cooperation, Protocol, Head of 
Division Development Cooperation, Africa, 
State Ministry Baden-Württemberg 

 
10:20 – 10:30 The concept of Bilateral SDG Graduate Schools and their 

contribution to the Agenda 2030 
:: Lars Gerold, Head of Section ‘Development Cooperation – Institution 
Building in Higher Education’, DAAD 
 

10:30 – 11:15 Coffee Break and Group Picture 
 
 Opening presentations on CLIFOOD 
 
11:15 – 11:30 :: Prof. Dr. Hans K. Biesalski, Scientific Vice-Leader of CLIFOOD, 

UHOH 
 :: Prof. Dr. Tesfaye Abebe Amdie, Scientific Leader CLIFOOD, HU  
 
11:30 – 11:40 Reducing uncertainty in predictions of climate change impacts on 

agricultural crop production in Ethiopia (Subproject 5) 
 :: Prof. Dr. Thilo Streck, UHOH, Institute of Soil Science and Land 

Evaluation, Head of Department of Biogeophysics 
 
11:40 – 11:55 Brief research profile of College of Agriculture, HU, and its 

contribution to CLIFOOD 
 :: Prof. Tarekegn Yoseph Samago, Dean of College of Agriculture, HU 
 
11:55 – 12:10 A look beyond CLIFOOD:  
 Strengthening cultivar diversity of barley and durum wheat to manage 

climate related risks and foster productivity in marginal areas of 
Ethiopia – Current research project in cooperation with Bioversity 
International 

 :: apl. Prof. Dr. Bettina Haussmann, Institute of Plant Breeding, UHOH 
 
12:10 – 12:15 Closing 
 :: Prof. Dr. Hans K. Biesalski, Director of Food Security Center 
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