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St e l l enbo s ch  Univ e r s i ty  curr en t ly  o f f e r s  4  programmes  dur ing  
June /July.  The  a cademi c  programme c on s i s t s  o f  l e c tur e s ,  g r oup  
d i s cu s s i on s  and f i e ld  t r ip s ,  and i s  taught  by  S t e l l enbo s ch   
Univ e r s i ty  fa cu l ty  and o th e r  South  Afr i can  exp e r t s .  

          GENERAL ELECTIVE PROGRAMME
 

Students fo l lowing the Genera l  programme have the opt ion to enrol  

for 1 -  3 courses dur ing their  per iod of  study at  Ste l lenbosch. The 

courses cover a var iety of  f ie lds of  study, which inc ludes : Phi losophy, 

Eng ineer ing , Botany, Pol i t ica l  Sc ience , Economics , L i terature , Ar t  and 

Media , Histor y, HIV/AIDS, Internat iona l  Relat ions , Chinese Studies , 

Mult i l ingua l i sm, L inguist ics , and Market ing . Students can choose one 

course from each of  the E lect ive groups . Afr ican exper ts . 

Elective  1  (19 June – 29 June 2020) :
 

COURSE 1:  Introduction to South Afr ica’s  Pol it ical  
History 
Fie ld of  Study:  Pol i t ica l  Sc ience and History  
This  course ser ves as  an introduct ion to South Afr ica ’s  pol i t ica l  

h istor y, a imed at  fami l iar is ing students with the h istor ica l  context 

that  shaped, and cont inues to shape , the countr y and i ts  people . 

Understanding the interplay between the countr y ’s  pol i t ica l , soc ia l  

and economic issues and how the colonia l  and apar theid past  

impacts on the present a l lows us to better comprehend the 

cha l lenges current ly  fac ing South Afr ican society.

Elective  2  (27 June – 7 July  2020) :  

COURSE 2:  Bio -Diversity :  Plants for the People in the 
Western Cape 
Fie ld of  Study:  Botany 

The extraordinar y botanica l  d ivers i ty  of  the Cape F lora and the 

ecolog ica l  processes that  he lped shape i t  are explored. Once a bas ic  

understanding is  ga ined through lectures and two f ie ld excurs ion, 

the course adopts a  more appl ied focus . We explore the hor t icu l tur-

a l  potent ia l  of  loca l  p lants  in  the internat iona l  cut  f lower industr y, 

and v is i t  loca l  f lower farms. F ina l ly  we explore tradit iona l  p lant  use 

by loca l  people , especia l ly  tradit iona l  hea lers , through lectures and 

v is i ts  to hea lers and/or tradit iona l  medic ina l  markets . �



COURSE 3:  Visual  Controversies in South Afr ica,  Past 
and Present    
Fie ld of  Study:  Art  and Media 

In  th is  course , we wi l l  track major developments and changes in 

South Afr ican ar t  and media from the Apar theid era (1948-1994) 

through the ear ly  years of  democracy (1994-2000) , to the present . 

The point  of  th is  broad h istor ica l  perspect ive is  not so much to 

provide a condensed h istor y of  South Afr ican ar t  and media , as  i t  i s  

to explore the re lat ionship between South Afr ica ’s  turbulent 

soc io-pol i t ica l  landscape and i ts  v isua l  cu l ture .   In  par t icu lar, we a im 

to explore the not ion of  cu l tura l  ident i ty  as  i t  mani fested and st i l l  

mani fests  in  ar t , mass-media and v isua l  cu l ture in genera l .  

Course 4:  Ethics ,  Science and Culture in Phi losophical  
Perspective 
Fie ld of  Study:  Phi losophy

This  course examines a number of  key problems and d iscuss ions in 

contemporar y sc ience , eth ics  and culture . We wi l l  s tudy the most 

bas ic  of  the ever yday phi losophica l  presupposit ions concerning 

these subjects . The goal  i s  to a l low the students to develop and 

defend their  own v iews concerning these corner stones of  our 

conceptua l  world .

Course 5:  Introduction to Musl im History,  Society and 
Culture in Cape Town
Fie ld of  Study:  Socio logy and Rel ig ious Studies

The course provides an introduct ion and overv iew of  Musl im histo-

r y, soc iety and culture in the greater Cape Town reg ion of  South 

Afr ica . I t  of fers  cr i t ica l  ins ights  into the inner workings of  the 

Musl im society with reference to i ts  founding community dynamics ; 

r i tes of  passage , re l ig ious r i tua ls  and cultura l  pract ices ; and the 

socio-pol i t ica l , economic and educat iona l  d imens ions of  the ir  l ives 

at  the southern-most t ip Afr ica . 

    
 

 

 



Course 6:  Growth,  Unemployment and Inequal ity in 
South Afr ica
Fie ld of  Study:  Economics and Economic History

This  course takes the student on a broad but intense overv iew of  

the South Afr ican economic d i lemma, us ing the past  to better under-

stand the future . I t  attempts to of fer the student a  more nuanced 

understanding of  the nature and roots of  the major socioeconomic 

problems of  pover ty, unemployment and inequal i ty  fac ing South 

Afr ica . The course thus cha l lenges students to engage these issues 

cr i t ica l ly, to understand the ways in which they intersect , and to 

th ink creat ive ly  about what they might mean for the future of  South 

Afr ica and other countr ies l ike i t .  

 

Course 7:  Mult i l ingual ism and Intercultural  
Communicat ion 
Fie ld of  Study:  Mult i l ingual i sm and Linguist ics

This  course wi l l  cover Intercultura l  Communicat ion as a  f ie ld of  

academic ref lect ion, Intercultura l  Communicat ion in soc ia l  interac-

t ion and theoret ica l  approaches to the study of  Intercultura l  Com-

municat ion phenomena and methods of  research in Intercultura l  

Communicat ion.

Course 8:  Equity & Leadership in the Global  Classroom. 
Fie ld of  study:  Pol i t ica l  Sc ience

This  interact ive exper ient ia l  learning module wi l l  equip par t ic ipants 

to cr i t ica l ly  ref lect  and eva luate their  contextua l  worldv iew around 

contemporar y g loba l  soc ia l  just ice issues . We wi l l  journey to deepen 

our understanding of  how to achieve equal i ty  in  an unequal  soc iety 

by explor ing modern rac ism, pr iv i lege , d iscr iminat ion, oppress ion 

and structura l  in just ice .

Elective  3  (5  July  –  17 July  2020) :  

Course 9:   Transit ional  Just ice
Fie ld of  Study:  Pol i t ica l  Sc ience

Among the press ing cha l lenges fac ing societ ies  emerg ing out of  war 

or author i tar ian ism is  how to respond to human r ights  v io lat ions 

perpetrated in the mayhem of  conf l ict . South Afr ica ’s  Truth and 

Reconci l iat ion Commiss ion represents one model  that  has been 

both ce lebrated and heav i ly  cr i t iqued. Of fered by a pract i t ioner who 

has worked with the UN in the Afr ican Great Lakes reg ion, Nepal , 



and nor th Afr ica , th is  course sets  the commiss ion in h istor ic  and 

comparat ive context , cr i t ica l ly  h igh l ight ing quest ions about truth 

recovery, just ice , reparat ions , and enabl ing non-recurrence . 

Course 10:  Global  Migrat ion:  Origins,  Cris is ,  Solut ions 
Fie ld of  Study:  Pol i t ica l  Sc ience

This  course would provide students an in-depth understanding of  

g loba l  migrat ion; one of  the most impor tant i ssues of  our t ime .  By 

way of  lectures , readings , d iscuss ion and f i lm, students wi l l  be 

exposed to populat ion f lows -   where and why, through the ages , as  

wel l  as  par t ic ipate in a  targeted invest igat ion of  the current era : 

where each year th is  phenomenon increases , stra in ing receiv ing 

countr ies '  resources , and act ing as  a  nat iona l  cu l tura l  change agent 

(as  i t  a lways has across the ages) .  F ina l ly, th is  course wi l l  end with 

smal l  group research projects  and peer presentat ions with the a im 

of  producing solut ions that  attend to both migrant humanitar ian 

concerns as  wel l  as  host-countr y cha l lenges .  

Course 11:  Marketing 
Fie ld of  Study:  Bus iness  and Market ing

This  module a ims to introduce students to the dynamic d isc ip l ine of  

Market ing Management . A number of  impor tant var iab les such as 

market segmentat ion, pos i t ioning , product and brand development 

as  wel l  as  adver t is ing and promotion wi l l  be invest igated in a  pract i -

ca l  way. The module is  a  must for ever yone that  i s  interested in 

fo l lowing a career in the modern day bus iness env ironment . 

Course 12:   Present Imperfect :  Negotiat ing Identit ies in 
Fi lm and Literature
Fie ld of  Study:  F i lm and Li terature Studies

This  course explores the ways in which South Afr ican f i lm and l i tera-

ture reg ister and ref lect  soc io-pol i t ica l  conf l icts  and tens ions . 

Students wi l l  engage with c lass ic  and contemporar y South Afr ican 

poems and shor t stor ies , as  wel l  as  a  novel  and three f i lms , in  order 

to explore how these f ie lds of  cu l tura l  product ion ser ve as a  means 

of  quest ioning and negot iat ing ident i ty  in  South Afr ica .

 

 



Course 13:  Understanding HIV in South Afr ica:  A Health 
& Social  Just ice Perspective
F ie ld  o f  S tudy : HIV/AIDS Management

This  interact ive course a ims to develop a g loba l  understanding of  

HIV and AIDS, gender and sexual i ty  through a hea l th and socia l  

just ice perspect ive . We wi l l  have a spec i f ic  focus on the South 

Afr ican exper ience ,  eva luat ing how far have we have come regarding 

HIV and Aids , gender, sexual i ty  and hea l th socia l  just ice in 

post-apar theid South Afr ica .

Course 14:  China in Afr ica 
F ie ld  o f  S tudy : In ternat iona l  Re lat ions  and Ch inese Stud ies

This  course of fers a  comprehens ive introduct ion to China ’s  engage-

ment on the Afr ican cont inent . The course inc ludes an overv iew of  

Chinese investments on the cont inent , inc luding in frastructure , 

extract ive industr ies  and trade re lat ionships ; i t  a lso examines 

China-Afr ica re lat ions with in the context of  g loba l  groupings such 

as BRICS and FOCAC, the role of  h istor ica l  and pol i t ica l  re lat ions 

and the growing role of  Chinese secur i ty  with in Afr ica . The course 

fami l iar izes students with the controversy surrounding the re lat ion-

sh ip, inc luding issues of  labour and environmenta l  degradat ion as 

wel l  as  mechanisms which Afr ican countr ies draw on to command 

more co-operat ive interact ion. 

Course 15:  Biomedical  Engineering – Designing solut ions 
for Afr ican health
F ie ld  o f  S tudy : Eng ineer ing

Biomedica l  eng ineer ing involves apply ing the concepts , knowledge 

and approaches of  v ir tua l ly  a l l  eng ineer ing d isc ip l ines to solve or 

improve hea l thcare re lated problems. The cha l lenges created by the 

d ivers i ty  and complexity  of  l iv ing systems and the unique context of  

South Afr ica , require creat ive , knowledgeable , and imaginat ive 

people working in mult id isc ip l inar y teams to monitor, restore and 

enhance normal  body funct ion. In th is  course students wi l l  be 

exposed to hea l thcare cha l lenges faced in South Afr ica and wi l l  work 

together in teams to help address these issues us ing novel  eng ineer-

ing approaches .  



  GLOBAL SERVICE LEARNING 

GSL is  an acronym for Global  Ser v ice Learning . I t  i s  a  reading and 

writ ing intens ive , exper ient ia l  learning , transdisc ip l inar y course . The 

course has theoret ica l  and pract ica l  components a imed at  enabl ing 

socia l  impact and transformat ion. I t  i s  a  col laborat ive venture with 

loca l  schools  and non-prof i t  organisat ions , located in h istor ica l ly  

d isadvantaged communit ies  and i t  provides a  va luable means of  

promoting internat iona l i sat ion.  

 

Date of  Programme :  19 June -  17 July 2020
(A l l  3 E lec t i ves )  (Or on ly  at tend se lec ted E lec t i ve)  

Academic Weight : 2  US Credits  /  4 ECTS Credits  (Per  

E lec t i ve )  

(S tudents  who choose to  do the fu l l  4 week Programme wi th a l l  3 

E lec t i ves  w i l l  rece ive  6 US Cred i t s /  12 ECTS Cred i t s . )

Top up Credits : Al l  E lect ives have an opt iona l  1 US Credit /2 

ECTS Credits  Top Up opt ion.

Language : Eng l i sh

Requirements : Min imum GPA Requirements of  2 .8

Date of  Programme:�19 June – 17 July 2020
 

Please note :  Al l  summer school  students fo l low the Introduct ion to 

South Afr ica ’s  Pol i t ica l  Histor y course in the f i rst  week (22 – 25 

June 2020) . After the f i rst  week the summer school  group sp l i ts  up 

into the d i f ferent academic programmes.

 

Academic Weight : 8  US Credits  /  16 ECTS Credits  

(Opt iona l  Top up of  1 US/2 ECTS Cred i t s  ava i lab le )

 

Language :  Engl i sh 

Requirements : Min imum GPA Requirement of  2 .8 

S ince students wi l l  be working with chi ldren – students are lega l ly  

required to provide an up to date pol ice c learance . 
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      DOING BUSINESS IN SOUTHERN       
             AFRICA

This course a ims to help students invest igate the unique inst i tut ion-

a l  and pol icy condit ions in Southern Afr ican countr ies which wi l l  not 

only a l low future entrepreneurs and managers to understand the 

cha l lenges that  wi l l  confront their  bus inesses , but a lso a l low them to 

ident i fy  the oppor tunit ies  that  th is  rap id ly  growing reg ion of fers . 

The course wi l l  g ive students an acute knowledge of  the develop-

ment cha l lenges fac ing Southern Afr ican countr ies and understand 

the growth of  emerg ing Southern Afr ican markets and ident i fy  future 

growth potent ia l . Students wi l l  have the abi l i ty  to d iscuss and debate 

current and future pol icy i ssues in a  development countr y context . 

Fur thermore they wi l l  get  awareness of  the addit iona l  soc ia l , 

env ironmenta l  and eth ica l  cons iderat ions for Afr ican 

bus inesses .

 

Date of  Programme:�19 June – 17 July 2020
 

Please note :  Al l  summer school  students fo l low the Introduct ion to 

South Afr ica ’s  Pol i t ica l  Histor y course in the f i rst  week. After the 

f i rst  week (22 – 25 June 2020) . the summer school  group sp l i ts  up 

into the d i f ferent academic programmes.

 

Academic Weight :  7 US Credits  /  14 ECTS Credits  

(Opt iona l  Top up of  2 US/4 ECTS Cred i t s  ava i lab le )

 

Language :  Engl i sh 

Requirements : Min imum GPA Requirement of  2 .8 



          PUBLIC HEALTH
 

This  course introduces students to the hea l th care system in South 

Afr ica and takes a  themat ic  approach. These themes are in formed by 

the determinants of  hea l th in the Western Cape , and are grouped as 

fo l lows: HIV/AIDS and tuberculos is ; Non-Communicable Diseases 

and In fect ious Diseases ; Substance Abuse; Domest ic  Vio lence; 

Menta l -  and Psychosocia l  hea l th ; Sexual  and Reproduct ive Health . 

The course cons ists  of  c lass  room instruct ion, readings and presen-

tat ions which are integrated with an exper ient ia l  component that  

inc lude exposures to hea l th care fac i l i t ies  in  the Western Cape 

Province where students make obser vat ions and/or par t ic ipate in 

p lanned act iv i t ies  on s i te .    This  course inc ludes the HIV E lect ive 

course which can be seen under Genera l  E lect ives .

Date of  Programme:�19 June – 17 July 2020
 

Please note :  Al l  summer school  students fo l low the 

Introduct ion to South Afr ica ’s  Pol i t ica l  Histor y course in the f i rst  

week. After the f i rst  week (22 – 25 June 2020) . the summer school  

group sp l i ts  up into the d i f ferent academic programmes. 

Academic Weight :  7 US Credits  /  14 ECTS Credits  

(Opt iona l  Top up of  2 US/4 ECTS Cred i t s  ava i lab le )  

Language :  Engl i sh 

Requirements : Min imum GPA Requirement of  2 .8  
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+ The summer schoo l  even ing programme inc ludes f i lm screen ings , 

t rad i t iona l  South Af r i can barbecues , karaoke , “sokk ie” dances , d inner  

par t ies  and many more . 

+ The academic  programme i s  suppor ted by a we l l -deve loped soc ia l  

programme cons i s t ing o f  day and weekend excur s ions  to  p laces  o f  h i s tor -

i ca l  and tour i s t i c  impor tance . 

+ P laces  that  w i l l  be v i s i ted and are inc luded in  the programme fee are 

Robben I s land , Tab le  Mounta in , Cape Po int  and a West  Coast  weekend 

away. (For  the Genera l  Programme these t r ips  are dependent  on the 

E lec t i ve  you choose)  

+ Those who wou ld l ike to  see a b i t  more of  South Af r i ca can jo in  the 

opt iona l  Garden Route Tour  at  the end of  the summer schoo l . 
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Early Bird Registrat ion Deadl ine : 2  March 2020 

F ina l  Appl icat ion Deadl ine : 15 Apri l  2020

 

For more info vis it  our website at : 

www.sun.ac .za/summerschools  

Or contact Werner de Wit at : wdw@sun.ac .za 
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